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FIRST HIG// SCHOOL 
18.96 • 1909. First 1rnrlu~ 
nt•11t clnss t:0111isttd of I 
pupils. Used 111a11y }'tor~ 
a{tt'rw(lrd n~ /11111/u, ynr,I 
offec-c 011 Mni11 Siretl. 
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MAIN STREET 

Prior to I 924, Main Street w:is an 
unpav.ed road . However, if the Bethlehem 
Daily Times is accurate in its report of 
February 17, 1887 stating that "The mud 
is hub deep in the country, but here in 
town, where we have cinder-macadamized 
streets, there is little mud," it would seem 
to indicate that our early borough fathers 
took fairly good care of their main thor­
oughfare. 

The paving of Main Street in 1923-
1924 was a project undertaken by the 
newly formed Hellertown Busi_ness Men's 
Association. At their meeting of May 17, 
1921 the question of improving Main 
Street was discussed and a committee 
composed of Fred Keilman, Dr. William 
H. Rentzheimer, Christian Pfeiffer, Titus 
M. Ruch and Pliny Bergstresser was ap­
pointed to investigate the sentiment of 
the public in the matter. 

At a special meeting held on June 14. 
1921, Ambrose J. Welker (who later in 
1923 became Chief Burgess) presented 
blank forms to Borougl1 Council, furnish ­
ed by the State Highway Department, 

which wer _ then executed by the prope 
borough offid.a]s asking for state and 
county aid for the improvement of Main 
Street. The matter was brought up at 
every meeting from that time until May 
16, 1922 when a committee consisting 
of Welker, G. A. Keck, H. G. C. Hoffert, 
T. M. Ruch and V. S. Wagner were 
appointed to see that all preliminary ar­
rangements for the work were carried out. 
Shortly after th is time a contract was 
signed by the proper borough officials for 
the paving of the road and the work of 
the Hellertown Business Men's Associa­
tion in the project was ended. On Nov­
ember 8, 1922 the citizens of the town 
endorsed the improveme nt at the polls by 
voting 351-22 to increase the borough's 
indebtedness by $60,000 to pay the towns 
portion of the cost. Work was be2un in 
the summer of 1923 and the entire proj­
ect was completed in the spring of 1924. 
Later in the same year the highway was 
paved farther south to the Bucks County 
Line. 

MAIN STREET: 1905, 1111pa1·cJ, looki11t; north in th<! 500 and 600 block. Norice newly laid 
trolley tracks and tree gro11'i11g through roof o,·er :sidewalk. 

-3--



.} { 
,,, 

i 11 ., •" ' ••• • • • • I ' 

. .. .,;..: !..i.:t. .. ) ·. '--.," ... :;.-., .... _._ 
RUCJl'S--0/0 Mai11 St . 

-\ . ., • . .. 



TELEPHONE SER VICE 

Bdorc direct di3ling came to Heller• 
town in I 938, all telephone calJs were 
placed through an operator. The first 
switchbo>rd in town in the J890's was at 
Dccmcrs Store (now Stern's Market). 
Later in 1909 or 1910 it was located in 
Ruch's Store !nether south on Main 
Street. The photograph (left) from .Bell 
Telephone News, 19 l 6 portraying an un­
identified operator was captioned "At 
Hdlenown, Pa., the wallp,,pcr and sur­
roundings give an atmosphere of home. 
Titus M. Ruch is the agent." For over 20 
years Mrs. Elsie Bcrgmesser was the 
local switchboard operator. Her operating 
capabilities always included a close per• 
son:il relationship with the community, 
local happenings, where "so and so" 
could likely be reached, and how to han­
dle emergencies. The number ol tele• 
phones in 1930 numbered 248 and cur• 
rcntly srnnds at 3,542. 
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THE FIRST HOUSE BUILT IN TOWN 

-' Rev. John Philip Boc:hrn, the first Re-
formed minister in Pennsylvania, came to 
America in 1726 and acquired some land 
holdings in Whitpain Township, Mont­
gomery County, where he prcoched and 
built a church which bears his name, At 
an early date he acquired a Cew hundred 
acres or land along the Saucon on which 
quite a part o( the town now stands. He 
gave his land in the valley to his son 
Anthony who built a log structure on it 
:ibout 174 7. Herc Anthony lived for some 
time and his father oCten stopped when he 
came to this area to serve the several 
churches, Jn 1797, the son-in-1:iw of Phil­
ip Boehm III built the stone portion to it. 
The Betsy Ro15 Club held ownership ol 
it for some years and in the Second World 
War it w:is considered a potential build­
ing for a memorial library to those who 
served in the wars. The project did not 
materialize and later the building was s◊ld 
by the club. The outer structure or the 
building hns been changed :ind renovated, 
however its interior is still there. Several 
businesses now occupy the building at 
766 tvfain Street. 







The Municipal Building is a restoration 
o[ the origina l homestead of the pioneer 
physician Dr. Henry Detwillcr, first 
homeopathic physician in Pennsylvania. 
The walls and framing are the original 
m:iterials. Wh~n work was installed, it 
was made in conrormity with original 
colonial lines; and all trim and furnishings 
were carried out to pre~erve the purity 
and charm o( the fine architecture of our 
early pioneer ~ettlcrs. 

Erected in I 818, the building was oc­
cupied by Dr. Detwiller until 1852 when 
he moved to Easton, Pa. The property 
was acquired by one of his sons, the late 
Dr. William F. Dctwiller. During his ten­
ancy he purchased additional property, 
including what is now Detwillcr Plaza, 
and made extensive alte1 at ions and ad­
ditions to the original homestc:id, :idding 
a hotel wing nnd livery stables. The prop­
erty then became known as the Centr:il 
Hotel, serving the public unlil J 91 8. 

The hostelry was well known through• 
out the Lehigh and Saucon V:illeys. So­
cial and civic mectines were held there 
:im.J banquets were nu;.,erous. One of the 
town's bi l!ecst annu :11 socinl events took 
place hcre,- thc banquet of the Hellertown 
Horse Company-a mutual company pro­
tecting its members against horse thievery. 
It is notable that this event continued long 
afte r the :idvent of the automobile. 

Upon the death of Dr. William F. D et• 
willer in 1907, the Central Hotel prop­
erty passed to· Dr. Henry D. Heller, a 
nephew, who m:iintaincd the premises as 
a hotel until prohibition became cffccti~c 
in I 913. After the hotel business ceased, 

the property was for a time used as an 
A&P Store. 

The 'property was purchased by the 
Borough from the widow of Dr. Heller 
in 1939. T he northem third of the build­
ing which had been added in the mid­
I 800's to establ ish the hotel area was re­
moved, thus returning the building to its 
original design. As can be seen in the nc· 
companying photograph, five donncrs arc 
visible on the old bu ilding whereas the 
present Municipnl Building has only three. 
The building was completed in 1940 and 
the entire Municipal Center area was 
dedicated July 4, I 942. 
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CENTR AL HOTEL- 1900: /ar,r cc,11, 
vcrtrd 10 presrir1 M11nic1pal 811ildi11f1. 
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THE LIB ERTY BELL COMES NORTH 

'fwns the trek roule by which the 
Liberty Bell came nor I h 

On 1hewagons of Mickley and Leaser 
drawn by horse. 

The time was September, 1777. Colonel 
Flower of rhe A111erica11 Army eo111man• 
deered the <lllpty farm waeon of John 
Jacob Mickley and Frederick Lease r. f:lr• 
mcrs from Lehigh County, as they left the 
Philadelphia Market after unlo.idini! their 
grain. The objective was to take th~ Lib­
erty Bell and other church bells north to 
Allentown, so they would not fall into !lie 
hnods o( the British. A number of days 
later the wagons, loaded with the bells 
and escorted by several hundred soldiers 
passed throuzh Hellertown on their way t~ 

Bethlehem, While in Dcthlehern the rear 
w~ecl of the Mickley wagon, bearing the 
L1b<:r1y Bell, gave way. Leasers load of 
bells were unloaded and the Liberty Bell 
transferred to his wago~. which took it 10 
Allentown. There .it was hidden under the 
Hoor of the Zion Reformed Church lo­
cated on Church and Homilton Stree;s. It 
~cmained there for nlrnost a year ~fore 
1t w:u returned lo Philadelphia. Tod:1y a 
b:~u1iful shrine at Zion Reformed Church 
commcmorotcs the visit of the Libe11y 
Dell 10 Allentown. 
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l:DWARD H. ACKERMAN POST No. J97. D11ild111fl erecled i11 f927. htac/1i11e 111111s 
piN11rrd "'trr srrt1pf1r1/ tf11r/11g World IYar II. "MOl'itJ" sig11 brl11~•s br1t:k memories w/rw 
suo111/ floor ll'IU Helln1011•11's mtJlio11 pln11r.- 1/u•ntrr for seur11I vr11rs. 

HELI,ERTOIVN 
GRA 1\,fMAR SCHOOL, 
1870 • 1910. T11·0 room 
brick st r II c 111 re b11i/1 
whrrc Rei11h11rtl Srhool 
11 0h' j(aJttlJ. 
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1929 BETHLEHEM AlRPORT 1937 
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The site or one of the nation's early 

airporrs was along the northern boundary 
of Heller town, north of Cherry Lane. 
Many of our town':; residents remember 
spending Sunday afternoons there watch­
ing the daring young men in rhcir "flying 
machines." 

From 1929 to 1932 the airport was 
operated by Lancaster-Bethlehem Air­
ways, Inc. Operations consisted o[ charter 

ST11NL£ Y KECK. . 
o n, of 1/,c fir.rt He/lrr­
tom·a,,r tn bc-rome a 
lia11srd pi/01. f'la11, iJ 
/riJ Wa co- 10. 1\;/r . 
Kuk ma11,rged Bc1/,­
/e/iem Airport anti hu.r 
lo/;gtd u1·u '12,000 
bour.r of flying 1i111c 
d1a i11t his li/elim~ in 
nrin1io,1 . 
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llighrs, student training, engine over-hauls, 
aerial advertisement and sales and service. 

In Augus t of 1932 Saucon Valley 
Skywoys was organized with Stanley M. 
Keck, President; Rodney R . Clark, Stc­
rctary; Frank Bnnko, T reasurer; and 
Amber Siefert a~ mechanic. The services 
consisted of passenger flights, aerial 
advertising, s tuden t training, aerial photo­
graphy and banner towing. 
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EARLY EQUIPMENT AND FIRE HOUSE: 
hose cart pllrcltnsed in 1899 in fro11t of first /ir(' 
house b1,i!t 011 Saucon S1rrc t in J 900. 

DVILT 1812: by Tobias Re,11zliei111er and rebuilt in 1964 for Borough A111lrori1y uu. 
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THE FIRST MILL ON 
THE SAUCON 

The mill ol Jedediah Irish was the 
first to e~ist . 

Along the Saucon, where ii stone 
gro11nd the valley farmer's grist . 

ln 1735, where the Saucon Creek en­
ters the Lehigh River, the first grist mill 
was built in the valley; and it has been 
sai<l that it was the third one in the east­
ern part of the state. Irish, the builder. 
oper,1ted it for a lew ye~rs, then !Old 
it and, b<,fore 1900, it changed hands 
through sale no less than eight or nine 
times. Jts final owner was Howard Knecht_. 
who remodeled ii, enlarged it, and equip• 
ped it with the most modern machine!)' 
then used in the millin\\ business. It was 
thus converted from a· frist mill into a 
roller mill for the purpose of turning the 
fJrmcr's grain illto nour with names such 
as "While Lily," "Golden Flour,'' etc. 

I,t I '/43 the Moravians of Bethlehem 
~sked the county courts to open a wagon 
road IO the mill so that they could take 
their grains to it. This the county cJid. 
Aloog the southeastern branch of the $3u ­
con, many mills had been built; howcvc:,1 

only a few arc still standing. Mill~ with 
names such as Boehm. Hess, Benner. 
Heller, Moyer, Ehrhart au() Wagner were 
common; however Moyer's. Ehrhart's and 
\1/agncr's are the only ones 1emaini11,f'. 
Wagner's mill was built by Stoffel Wagner 
in 1767 and is now in the possession of 
the Borou~h of Hellertown with the possi• 
bility of becoming a museum. }I is said 
that Lafayette, in coming from Philadel ­
phia after the Battle of Brandywine, 
stopped at Stoflel Wagner's Tavern en, 
route to Dethlehem. 




